
Tips for Attending College Fairs 
 

College fairs can be very informative but they can also be overwhelming. Admission representatives 
from a variety of colleges are all gathered in one place, just waiting to answer your questions. A college 
fair is your chance to go beyond the general information and ask questions unique to your interests.  
 
Before You Go 
• Find out which colleges will be at the fair (a list may be posted on the school’s website) and write 

down the names of the ones you want to learn about.  Review the website to see if you need to 
register beforehand.   

• Make a list of any questions you have. To compare several schools, plan on asking the same 
questions at each table.   

• Bring your list, a pen, paper and a bag to hold college brochures. 
• If you have not pre-registered and received a barcode, it can be helpful to print up a few sheets of 

address labels with your name, address, phone number, e-mail address, high school and year of 
graduation.  This can help you save time by slapping the address labels on the college information 
cards at each table.   
 

While You’re There 
• Get a map of the fair and plan a route that will take you to the tables of all the colleges on your list. 

If there is no map available, do a quick survey of the room to locate your colleges. 
• Visit tables and ask college representatives questions. Some examples of questions are at the end 

of this sheet. 
• Take a minute to jot down any information you think is important before moving on to the next 

school. 
• Make sure to leave time for some browsing – don’t just focus on “name” schools. You may find a 

school you’ve never heard of offers the exact major or activity that you’re seeking.  
 

When You Get Home 
• Ask yourself which colleges stood out and why.  Go over any notes you took during the fair. 
• Organize the college material you collected and review it that week while it’s fresh in your mind. 
• Throw out the pamphlets of colleges you’ve ruled out so you can focus on the colleges you’re 

interested in. 
• Do more research on the colleges you’re thinking about. Explore websites, contact the admission 

office or plan a campus visit. If you liked what you saw at the fair, it may be time to see the college 
in person. 

 
Questions to Ask 
Remember, time will be limited so prioritize your list to make sure you get answers to your most 
important questions.  Concentrate on questions that address your specific interests.  
 

• What kind of student are you looking for? 
• What makes your campus special? 
• What types of classes will I take freshman year, is there a first year seminar?   
• Will I have the same faculty advisor all four years?  
• When do I declare a major? 
• When do most students study abroad? Where are the programs located? 
• What percentage of last year’s freshmen returned for sophomore year? 
• What services are available on campus to help me with career planning? 
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